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POLITICAL. 


The Oudh Akhbdr of the 9th July states that the only Circulation, 


benefit the Government has obtained 
from three years’ war in Afghanistan 
is that it has secured a scientific frontier. But the Afghans 
are now endeavouring to deprive us even of this benefit. If 
we gave up Kandahar and the Karram valley, the immense 
loss of men and money which the war has involved would: 
be quite useless. If after the conclusion of the Gandamak 
treaty we had been content with the acquisition of the scienti- 
fic frontier and had not sent an embassy to Kabul, we should. 
have been saved a great deal of trouble. Now that we 
have separated Kandahar from the throne of Kabul and 
‘ppointed Sher Ali its ruler, we cannot retrocede it to the 
new Amir of Kabul. If we had offered the Amirahip to 
any sirdar except Abdul Rahman, he would have willingly 
agreed to the terms of the Gandamak treaty without demand- 
ing the retrocession of Kandahar and the Kerram valley. 
But now that Abdal Rahman has asserted his claims to those’ . 
places, every other sirdar to whom, in the event of failure of 
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our negotiations with him, we may be disposed to offer the 
Awirship is sure to demand them. The fact of the matter 
is that the Afghans have been persuaded that we are anxious 
to return from Afghanistan as soon as possible, and therefore 
they think themselves the master of the situation. [n our 
opinion the best policy would now be to declare that we have 
determined to annex the country. © 


The Akhb4r-i-Am of the 7th July states that it appears 
from the news lately received from 
Kabul that, if negotiations with Ab- 
dul Rahman Khan fail, Yakub Khan will be placed on the 
throne. This is wonderful news. Does the fear of Russia, 
which induced the Government to declare war against Afghan- 
istan, no longer exist? Has the Government been convinced 
that Yakub Khan did not instigate the massacre of the 
Kabul embassy? If he is innocent, why did the Government 
depose him and send him to India? To our thinking, it 
will never replace him on the throne. As regards Ayub 
Khan, he has no influence in Afghanistan, nor has he ever 
shown a friendly feeling towards us. On the contrary, there 
is reason to think that he has cast in his lot with Abdul Rab- 
man, and has already departed from Herat with his army to 
attack Kandahar. He is undoubtedly deserving of the Amir- 
ship of Kabul! It is to be regretted that our Anglo-Indian 
contemporaries express such foolish opinions as are only cal- 
culated to puzzle the minds of the people and the Government. 
Yakub Khan’s restoration to the throne is simply out 
of the question. There are scores of men like Wali Maham- 
mad who are in every way better than Ayub Khan. If the 
Government is so anxious to extricate itself from the Afghan 
imbroglio, why does it not send for Muhammad Jan and other 
rebel leaders to Kabul and place the administration in their 
hands? But that policy would be detrimental to British 
prestige. Mr. Lepel Griffin has been ordered to return to Simla. 
We anxionsly wait to see what policy the Government of India 
decides to adopt in consultation with him 


The same. 
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The Ahsan-ul-Akhbdr of the 8th July, referring to the 
refusal of the Turks to accept the deci- 
sion of the Berlin Conference in regard 
to the demarcation of the Greek frontier, remarks that it will 
be remembered that they did not accede to the wishes of the 
European Powers at the Constantinople Conference and said : 
“Death is better than dishonour.’’ We all know what was 
the result of their refusal. A war followed with Russia, in 
which they were completely defeated. What better result 
do they expect now? They have not yet recovered from the 
effects of the late war. In our opinion the Sultan should 
accede to the wishes of the European Powers and avoid war. 
He should be content with the territories which are still in 
his possession, and devote his time and energies to improving 
the administration and promoting the welfare of his subjects. 
The cost which would be incurred in firing a single gun can 
save several famine-stricken persons in Asia Minor from 
starvation. : 


The Eastern question. 


The same paper, in another article on the subject, states 
Che: ities sali that if war breaks out between Turkey 
and the Musalmans of 8nd Greece, and England together 
- with the oth er Kuropean Powers 
espouses the cause of Greece, the question is what will be the 
feelings of the Musalmans of India? We cannot impress it too 
strongly on the miud of the Government that the declaration 
of war by England against the Porte will grieve the whole 
Muhammadan population of India to the heart. There are 
at present only two Muhammadan kingdoms worth the name, 
viz., Turkey and Persia. Although both of them are very weak, 
the Musalmans are proud of them, and cannot but deeply 
regret their destruction. The Musalmans look upon Bng- 
land as the only friend of Islam. If she declares war against 
Turkey, this belief will be shaken, and the coldness that 
already exists between Europeans. and natives in India 
increased. But there is not the slightest ground to fear that 
the Musalman feudatory chiefs of India, Her Majesty's 
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Musalman troops, or Her Majesty’s Musalman subjects will 
rebel against her. They are quite conscious of their weakness 
and have not forgotten the severe lesson which the matiny of 
1857 taught them. The most efficient native troops of Her 
Majesty mutinied in 1857. They had even artillery with 
them. The country had not been disarmed, and the strength 
of the European army in [ndia at that time was much smaller 
than at present. But still the rebellion was unsuccessful. As 
regards the declaration of a jehed, it is simply out of the 
question. There are two sects of Musalmans in India—name- 
ly, the Shias and the Sunnis. Acccording to the Shia faith, 
no jehad can be undertaken unless there is an Jmam to lead 
it, and at present there is no Jmeam in the world. There 
is a religious maxim among the Sunnis to the effect that 
they should not declare religious war against a King as 
long as they live in his own territory. However, in the 
event of outbreak of hostilities between England and Turkey 
(which Heaven forbid), the Government should not send 
Musalman troops from India to Europe. Wedo not doubt 
the loyalty of Her Majesty’s Musalman troops, but it is 
well to be always on the safe side. True the Hindu and 
Musalman trcops employed in Afghanistan have remained 
faithful, but there is a great difference between the Af- 
ghans and the Turks. The Indian Musalmans look upon 
the Afghans as robbers and a barbarous and treacherous 
people. But they hold the Sultan in great respect. He is 
the protector and guardian of their holy sanctuaries at 
Mecca and Medina. His name is still recited with the khuéba - 
on Friday at some places in India. Although the declaration 
of war between Turkey and England is not likely, to be 
followed by an insurrection in India, and the Government 
can afford to disregard the feelings of the millions of its 
Musalman subjects, it is not wise to displease them. 


The Lauh-i-Mahj#z (Moradabad) of the 9th July repub- 
lishes the article which appeared 10 
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Seater eT: the Aligarh Institute Gavette of the 
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6th July about the Eastern difficulty (vide the Selections for 
the week ending the 8th July, 1880, page 452), and remarks 
that the “sick man” is not so weak ashe appears to be. 
This has already been proved by the late Russo-Turkish war. 
There is still reason to think that he may defeat his enemies 
and puur the cup of poison which they have prepared for him 
into their own throats. They trust to their own strength 
and have forgotten God. But he depends upon divine 
aid. It is a mistake to suppose that the Sultan has no 
money and army, and is not prepared for war. God helps 
those who have faith in him. Moreover, all Musalmans are. 
ready to sacrifice their lives and property on his behalf. It 
should he remembered that the late war was a private quarrel 
between Turkey and Russia. Butif all the European Powers 
enter into a league against Turkey, a religious war will spread 
over the whole earth. 


The Aligarh Institute Gazette of the 10th July states that 

Is the Sultan the Caliph it appears from the telegraphic news 
of india? lately received from Constantinople 
that the Foreign Minister of Turkey has submitted a memo- 
randum to the Suitan, advising him to use his influence as 
Caliph with the Mubammadans of India and Turkistan to in- 
duce England and Russia to become more conciliatory. More- 
over, a newspaper entitled the /eik-i-Islam, which has lately 
been started at Constantinople by a native of India, speaks of 
the Sultan as Caliph of India. 1t would be a matter of great 
satisfaction if'a better feeling existed between Turkey, England, 
and Russia, and peace were maintained. But the Sultan is 
not the Caliph of India or of any other country. Caliphs in 
the sense of religious leaders have long ceased to exist. The 


Shias recognise no Caliph atall. They look upon the twelve 


Jmame as their religious leaders, of whom the first eleven 
ruled in succession. The last was born, but disappeared 
soon after his birth. ‘Thus .according to their belief there is 
now no religious leader on the earth. As regards the Sunnis, 
they consider only the five successors of Muhammad as 
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Caliphs. There is a traditional saying of Muhammad 
among them to the effect that the caliphate would last 
for only thirty years after him, and then the govern- 
ment would pass into the hands. of cruel kings. Pro- 
-perly speaking, even the five successors of Muhammad had 
no right to exercise supreme authority in religious matters. 
After Imam Hasan, the last of the five Caliphs, the des- 
cendants of Umuaiya succeeded to the throne and assumed 
the title of Culiph. They were succeeded by the Abbasites, 
who also called themselves Caliphs. Some of the Abbasites 
did not live in strict conformity to the dictates of the 
Quran. They did things of which even an ordinary Musalman 
would be ashamed. Both these dynasties had no claim to the 
title ef Caliph. When the so-called caliphate was divided into 
a number of independent kingdoms, a race of rulers, who 
called themselves the descendants of Fatima, the daughter 
of Muhammad, established their rule in Fgypt, and asserted 
that they had the best claim to the title of Caliph. But 
even they had no claim to the title, as appears from the 
traditional saying of Muhammad above referred to. Under 
these circumstances, the Sultan of Turkey has not the 
smallest ciaim to that title. The Turks are not the descend- 
ants of Qurresh, Hashim or Fatima. They have not a drop 
of Arab blood in their veins. The Sultan can assume any 
title he likes, but the Musalmans of India do not conéi- 
der him as their Caliph. They live in British territory, and 
the British Government guards their lives and property and 
has granted them full religious liberty. It is therefore their 
duty, according to their religion, to be loyal and faithful to 
the British Government, and not to obey any foreign king. 
The editor of the Riik-i-Islam has declared that the Sultan 
is the Caliph of India probably in order to ingratiate himself 
with him. It is not right to recite the name of any sovereign, 
even in a Muhammadan country, with the khutba on Friday. 
This practice was introduced by the kings who belonged. to 
the families of Umaiya and Abbas. To our knowledge the 
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Musalmans of India do not recite the name of any king 
with the khutba. 


NATIVE STATES. 


A correspondent of the Suftr-t- Hind (Amritsar) of the 
10th July,writing from Srinagar, com-. 
plains that the Hindu officers of Kash- 
mir are strongly prejudiced agaiust the Musalmans. They 
have impressed the Muharaja with the idea that his Musal- 
man subjects spared no pains during the famine to make 
him infamous and that they are not his well-wishers. The 
result is that he has at once dismissed all his Musalman 
officers. Mirza Aziz-ud-din, vazir, and Mirza Séd-ud-din, 
naib vazir, have been dismissed, and Hindus appointed in 
their place. There are 33 tahsfldars in Kashmir, of whom 
80 are Hindus and only three were Musalmans Even those 
three have lately been dismissed. Umar Shah, tahsildar, 
paid a bribe of Rs. 50 to another officer. He was dismissed 
from the service and sentenced to pay a fine of Rs. 30 and to 
undergo imprisonment. But the officer who received the 
bribe was not punished at all. The State officials are under 
the impression that the Musalman traders who frequent the 
European quarter are accustomel to complain to the 
Resident and other Europeans against the State. They have 
induced the Maharaja to establish a committee under the 
management of Pandit Ram Jiwa, which keeps a sharp look- 
out after such men. They are punished on some pretext or 
other. We advise the Maharaja to take the administration 
in his own hands and not to depend upon his selfish, uncon- 
scientivus, and prejudiced Hindu efficials. 


The Akhbar-i-Am of the 7th July states that the Maha- 
raja of Kashmir has abolished the 
Muhammadan marriage tax, which 
was levied at the rate of Rs. 3 per marriage, and the annual 
income from which amounted to twenty-five thousand rupees. 
The Maharaja wishes to measure the land and to makes 


Kashmir. 


Kashmir, 


Circulation, 
260 copies. 


Circulation, 
140 copies. 


Circulation, 
200 copies. 


Circulation, 


250 Cupies. 


( 478 ) 


settlement of revenue, He is thinking of constructing a large 
road from Kohala to Srinagar. Arrangements are being 


made to pay the State servants regularly every month and 
to make the grain trade free. 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 
The Bhdrat Bandhu of the 9th July states that the nom- 
Pup enitind rates at fae ber of chaprasis attached to Civil 
— oe —* and Courts in the North-Western Pro- 
vinces has been reduced and the rates 
of fees chargeable for serving and executing processes largely 
increased from the lst of this month. Hitherto the highest 
fue for serving a process was 6 annas. But according to the 
new rules the lowest fee is Rs 1 or 2 This increase will 
press very severely upon the suitors. The writer then com- 
plains that they have to pay many fees which ruin them. The 


suitor pays a court fee of 8 annas for every ordinary petition 
which he submits to the court. | 


A correspondent of the Saf{r-i-Hind (Amritsar) of the 
The alleged misconduct 10th July complains that Dr. Leitner, 
ies braeepert heart dtm the Principal of the Lahore College, 
towards a student. lately very severely beat Sri Ram, 
a student of the B. A. Class, and younger brother of Lala 
Mul Raj, M.A., Extra Assistant Commissioner, and has 
prohibited him from attending the college. This is not the 
first time that he has beaten a student. Some respectable in- 
habitants of the Panjab have sent their sons to the Aligarh 
college for instruction, although this arrangement will put 
them to great inconvenience and expense. Hence it it 


obvious how unpopular the Lahore College has become under 
Dr. Leitner’s management. 


The Berar Samdchdr of the 12th July complains that 
deena: Wiiltiiniabiains was Europeans generally look down with 
tveen Europeans and Na- contempt upon the Natives and do not 
ves, mix with them. The writer considers 
the growth of social intercourse between the rulers and the — 
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tuled very desirable, and remarks that there are some honors 
able exceptions to the rule, The late Dr. Sinclair used to 
meet the natives in a very friendly way. Mr. Justice 
Pinhey is very anxious to cultivate friendship with the 
natives. Mr. Wedderburn, the Judge of Ahmadnagar, treats 
the natives with great kindness: Some time ago he invited 
some respectable natives to his house, together with their wives 
and children, and showed them great hospitality: Similarly 
Mr. Birdwood, the Judge of Surat, invited some natives to 
his house and cordially welcomed them. Last week the Bishop 
of Bombay invited one hundred natives to his house at 
Poona and welcomed them. 


The same paper of the 12th July, in regatd to the com- 

plaint which appeared in the Urdu 

losrction Berar, und thie Akhbdr (Akola) of the 3rd July, to 

: the effect that the Director of Public 

Instruction in Berar has bestowed a post of Rs. 20 upon a 

rian who was recommended by some frierd of the Director 

at Poona, and not upon any of the natives of Berar who have 

passed the matriculation examination and who applied for the 

post (see page 462 of the Selections for the week ae 
the 8th July, 1880), remarks :— 


“We have been pained to observe that our worthy Direc- 
tor of Public Instruction has considered it necessary to notice 
a paragraph published in the Marathi portion of the Urdu 
Akhbér of 8rd instant, We need not inform our readers that 
the frivolous effusions of that journal are generally considered 
beneath notice and that few gentlemen allow them to disturb 
their equanimity. Moreover, the character of Rao Bahadur 
Narayen Bhai for thorough impartiality and strict justice is too 
firmly established and too well known to be shaken in the slight- 
est degres by the mis-statemants of our local contemporary, and 
we therefore think that it would have been better if no notice 
had been taken of the remarks of the Urdu Akhbdr regarding 
an acting appointment made by the Director.” Here the 
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Berar Samdchar gives the substance of the article of the 
Urdu Akhbdr above referred to, and then proceeds to remark 
as follows :— | 


‘When this paragraph was brought to the notice of Rao 
Bahadur Dandeker, he wrote a letter to the editor, asking 


him to explain what he meant by saying that the Resident's 
circular had been disregarded, and requested him to state 
what authority he had for making the other statements. The 
editor has made capital out of this letter and founded an 
article on it with the imposiag title of ‘THE DIRECTOR 
OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION AND OURSELVES’ 
But if our readers have patience to go through that article, 
they will find that the replies to the Director’s letter are 
either very vague or unsatisfactory. Wehave made full in- 
quiries into the’ circumstances of the case and the result is as 
follows : — 


“We learn that the place of the Karkoon has not been 
permanently vacated, the incumbent having gone on a few 
months’ leave; and that the appointment which has beea 
criticised is only temporary. An experienced accountant was 
required for the place, and the Rao Bahadur selected the best 
candidate on the spot that could be got to act for a short time. 
Gopal Vishwanath has been in Berar for several years and 
served in three or four private offices in the province, arid in 
giving him the appointment the Director has not ‘ crossed 
the limits of the Book Circular’ in any way. It is evident 
that the writer in the Urdu Akhbdr has either not understood 
the circular or has thought it necessary to misinterpret it 
wilfully. We are also informed that the Director did not tell 
any person that the place was not to be filled up, and that 
there is not the slightest foundation for the statement that 


the man was recommended by a relation of the Director at 
Poona. Ses | 


“It is well known that Rao Bahadur Narayen Bhai Dande- 
ker is somewhat strict to his subordinates and never allows 
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neglect of duty to go unpunished ; but his conduct is never 
influenced by personal considerations, and he has never been 


aceused of partiality even by the bitterest and most unscru- 


pulous of his detractors,” 


The Pramod Sindhu (Amraoti) of the 12th July states 
The natives of Berarand that some time ago the Resident at 
the public service. Hyderabad issued an order to the 


effect that posts in the public service in Berar whose salary 


did not exceed Rs. 100 a month should not be generally 
conferred upon the natives other than those of Berar. This 
order has not practically improved the position of the educated 
natives of that province in the least, because these appointments 
were already, as a rule, given tothem. Their object is that 
their claims to the higher appointments should be recog- 
nised. The Resident has lately appointed a native of Madras 
an attaché. Was there no man in Berar fit for the post? 
The fact of the matter is that the Resident lives at Hyder- 
abad, which is nearer to Madras than Berar, and therefore he 
generally bestows these appointments upon the natives of 
Madras. If he lived in Berar, he would never. disregard the 
claims of Beraris in this way. The evils like the one in ques- 
tion will not be remedied until the administration is placed 
entirely in the hands of the Commissioner. The Resident 
lives ata great distance and is not acquainted with the con- 
dition of the people. Education is not now in the same back- 
ward state in Berar in which it was 20 years ago. 
POST-OFFICE. 


The Delhi Funch of the 9th July states that money-order 
forms have to be filled up by the send- 
ersin English. This rule isa source of 
great inconvenience and loss to the people. Ifthe sender is 
not himself acquainted with English, he has to search for a 
man who knows English to fill the form, and has to pay him at 
the rate of one anna for each form. If Urda forms were 
also issued by the post-office, the people would be saved al this 


unecessary trouble and oe.” 
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Circulation, 
125 copies. 


( 482 ) 
RAILWAY. 


A correspondent of the Delhi Punch of the 9th July com. 
The city railway station, Plains that at the city railway station, 


Multan. Multan, there are neither rooms for 
the station authorities to live in nor is there a shed for the 
passengers. 
LOCAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 
Circulation, The Nastm-i-Agra of the 10th July, in its local news co- 
285 copies, : 
iti: nae lumn, states that on the night of the 


3rd July some camel carts were 
attacked by a gang of robbers on the Muttra road between 
Ruokuta and Sikandra. The carts were going from Agra to 
Mattra, and there were thirty or forty passengers in them. 
The police guard fired their guns, but in vain. The thieves 
carried away all the property and wounded two or three pas- 
sengers. Two or three robberies occur every year at this 
place. Probably the robbers always go into the neighbour- 
ing Bharatpur territory and thus evade pursuit, 


Circulation, - he Shola-i-Tér (Cawnpore) of the 13th July complains 
300 copies, j 

of the increase of monkeys at Cawn- 
pore, and urges that they shonld be 
caught and released in forests in the interior of the district. 


Circulation, It appears from the Kdshi Patrika of the 9th July that s 

550 copies, Relief Committee, Be- committee has. been established at 
niet Benares through the exertions of the 
Kotwal to raise subsoriptions for the relief of the poor who 
belong to the higher classes, 


Circulation, The Dabtr-i-Hind (Allahabad) of the 10th July states 
scl The Dabir-i-Hind, Allah- that itis obvious from past history 
abad. that reformers have always had to 

encounter great opposition at the hands of their own country- 

men. Some of them were even persecuted and killed. But 

their merits were appreciated after their death. The worth 

of a thing is best known by the want of it. Look at the fate 


Monkeys at Cawnpore. 
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ef Socrates, St. Alban, &c. We do not claim to be classed in 
the same category with these men. But at all events we have 
taken upon ourselves the duty of exposing the tyranny and 
oppression of officers. Even if they all conspire against us 


and try to injure us, we will not be deterred from performing 
our duty. 
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